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Who we are, what we do, where, why
and how . .

DCV is . . .

· A practical conservation group run by volunteers
since 1972 doing practical work in the countryside
that would not otherwise be done

· Volunteers are male and female, all ages, from all
walks of life and from all over the county

· Work is seasonal, e.g. heathlands and woodlands in
winter, in summer dry stone walling, clearing ponds,
footpath work, fencing

· Organisations we work for include: Dorset Wildlife
Trust, National Trust, Natural England, Amphibian
Reptile Conservation Trust

· We work at weekends throughout Dorset
· No super-human strength or special skills needed, or

attendance on every task or even for the whole
weekend - any time is a bonus for us and for you!

DCV offers . . .

· Practical care for the environment
· Opportunity to learn new skills - training given
· Use of all necessary tools
· Beautiful countryside, social events, fun &

companionship

YOU should bring . . .
· Food, snacks for breaks and lunch, a mug for drinks,

a bottle of drinking water.
· A basic First Aid kit, suitable for treating minor cuts,

scratches, splinters, etc
· Hand sanitiser and/or sanitising wipes
· Face mask in case you need First Aid
· Stout footwear (steel toecaps if possible)

· Old clothes (wear layers) Long trousers and sleeves
are best

· Tough gloves (we have some to sell/lend)
· Waterproofs, sun block, sun hat, insect repellent
· Don’t forget an up to date tetanus jab

Reaching a task . . .

· Travel links: http://www.morebus.co.uk/
https://www.dorsetforyou.com/travel-dorset/rail

A DCV day lasts . . .

· 10.00a.m. – 5.00p.m. approximately including breaks
for drinks (which are supplied) and lunch (please bring
your own lunch)

FINDING DCV . . .

· Maps with the task programme (at the back of this
newsletter) show the locations of task sites

· DCV website dcv.org.uk
· Look for DCV’s yellow arrows near the worksite or the

DCV information board may show an explanatory note
· If unsure of the worksite try to arrive before 10.00 to

meet other volunteers. The worksite may be some way
off.  Lost? give us a call on 07929 961532 (after
10.00 a.m.) ring longer than normal

· If the phone goes to answer phone there is no signal
on the work site

FOOD & DRINK

· Please bring your own lunch
· DCV provides free hot/cold drinks during the day -

bring your own mug
· Occasionally DCV may hold a shared lunch or supper

(aka bring a dish) when it is usual for people to bring
some food to share around

· Note:  If you have a medical condition or allergies of
any sort, please carry a card and bring necessary
medicines.  If you wish, bring this to the attention of
the task leader.  Please complete the “in case of
emergency” details at the end of the newsletter, and
bring on task.  “In case of emergency details” can be
inserted into a small key fob which can be attached to
your rucksack.  Key fobs are available from Richard
Meatyard.

· All youngsters are welcome, but should be
accompanied by a responsible adult.

· Should you come? - If you or a member of your
household has any Covid symptoms or has Covid as
confirmed by a positive test then you must NOT come.



DCV TASK PROGRAMME  :  April & May 2023

Sunday 16 April: Chapman's Pool, Purbeck
This is a beach clean with a bit of a difference. Here
there can be some serious scale rubbish brought in by
storms and trapped among rocks or in piles of washed
up sea kelp. This is a more challenging job with a
100+m descent from the car park to a mix of beach and
rock rubble foreshore. So good walking or work boots
are recommended. But it's in a beautiful and secluded
setting. We have had to synchronise this job with the
tides, so we can get to rubbish trapped in the stones in
the tidal area.
We don't have to take the rubbish up the cliff, it can be
left by the boathouse in the cove. We may have to cut or
burn through rope or net trapped under boulders too big
to move. In the afternoon, another team organised by
Jurassic Coast Trust is due to join in, so we may finish
early to look at previous DCV work there.

Meet at the car park on the little road down to St
Aldhelms head. This is right through Worth Matravers,
past a couple of farms, and a little way down the
unsurfaced track.

Saturday 22 April: Lower Kingcombe, West Dorset

After several visits to this site over the Winter, we return to
finish off the fence we started in March. It is alongside the
hedge we laid, which is not remotely stock proof as it had not
been maintained for many years, but the fence will keep the
beasts off the road. It is not a busy road, 3 vehicles in a day is
heavy traffic there! But there is no limit where the cattle could
get to unless fenced in. There are some metal posts to drive
in, and quite a bit of wiring remain to be done, plus some
wooden rails at each end.
Meet at the Clift lane DWT farm area as usual.

Sunday 23 Apr: Loscombe, nr Melplash West Dorset

This secluded, lost valley, is down some rather narrow lanes.
We will be re-digging or enlarging our drinking hole we did
last year, the animals don't look after it, and make a terrible
mess! Also there will be the usual fence repairs, trundling
about with posts and tools to replace broken posts, etc.
If any work remains at Kingcombe, we may send a small
team there if needed.

This weekend is split between two sites: Saturday Kingcombe, Sunday Loscombe



DCV TASK PROGRAMME  :  April & May 2023

29 & 30 Apr: Downhouse Farm, Eype,
West Dorset

This farm is now managed by the National Trust
with wildlife and bio-diversity as a priority, and is
part of the large area under NT care in the Jurassic
Coast region. We will be repairing or installing
gates and some fencing needed to manage this
area properly.
Parking should be available around the farmhouse
in Downhouse Lane. Look out for the white board
and arrows to work site.

Sunday 7 May: Loscombe, West Dorset

Continuing with the fence repairs at Loscombe from 23 April.
If we have run out of work at Loscombe, the task could move to Powerstock Common, so check the web
site or Emails first.



DCV TASK PROGRAMME  :  April & May 2023

27 & 28 May: TBA see DCV web site nearer the time.

20 & 21 May: Hampreston Woods, Ferndown
East Dorset

This is a new site for the DCV, a wood between
Wimborne & Ferndown, looked after by the Erica
Trust. The main work will be hand pulling of small
holly seedlings. While Holly is a good plant to have in
small amounts, it does tend to take over and become
a menace to both humans and bio-diversity. There is
also a small section of deer fence (wire netting on tall
posts) that needs clearing out, taking down, re-
assembling and extending a bit.

The parking is along Pompeys Lane, with the wood
being on the south side of the track.

13 & 14 May: Swyre, nr Abbotsbury, West Dorset

We have been repairing the extensive dry stone walls
around this farm for many years now, and every Winter new
jobs appear - that is the way of these walls, they do not last
very long without a bit of work and care.  So we will be back
there to refresh, or learn, the old craft of Walling.  And if
anyone says it is just like a jigsaw puzzle, Peter may just
like to hurl a large stone in their general direction!

There is parking in the road by the farm entrance, near the
old phone box. Access is through the farm, and look for
DCV white board and arrows or for people clustered around
a wall.



D C V  DIARY  April & May 2023

Please check  website the day before tasks subject to change  at short notice

Date Task Site Client Work

16 April
Sunday

Chapman’s Pool,
Purbeck

Beach clean

22 April
Saturday

Lower Kingcombe,
West Dorset

Dorset Wildlife Trust Fencing

23 April
Sunday

Loscombe, Nr Melplash,
West Dorset

Dorset Wildlife Trust Creating drinking hole
& fencing

29 & 30 April Downhouse Farm, Eype
West Dorset

National Trust Repairing or installing
gate & fencing

7 May
Sunday

Loscombe, Nr Melplash,
West Dorset

Dorset Wildlife Trust Continuing fencing
repairs

13 & 14 May Swyre, Nr Bridport,
West Dorset

Private Dry stone walling

20 & 21 May Pompeys Lane,
Ferndown, East Dorset

Erica Trust Deer fence repairs
and holly pulling

27 & 28 May TBA See web site

DCV mobile: 07929 961532 (task hours) or try other mobiles
on contact sheet.

Please check DCV web site - www.dcv.org.uk
Keep a note of the DCV mobile phone number -  a task may

have to be cancelled last minute or finish early.
 If coming out later in the day,

phone to check task still running


